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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . It is hereby acknowledged that the following papers have been received 
and placed on record in the file: Amendment B as received on 5-21-04. 

2. Claims 1 -5 and 1 0-26 have been examined. 
Status of Claims: 

3. Claims 1-5, 10-17 and 19-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being 
anticipated by Poole; "Mac OS 8.5 B/^^^^^^^^^^ 

4. Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Poole. 

Drawings 

5. The drawings were received on 5-21-04. These drawings are acceptable. 

Claim Objections 

6. Claim 22 is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c), as being of improper 
dependent form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. 
Applicant is required to cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the 
claim(s) in proper dependent form, or rewrite the claim(s) in independent form. 
Claim 22 appears to teach the same limitation that was added to independent 
claim 20, from which it depends, on 5-21-04. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

8. Claims 1-5, 10-17 and 19-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being 
anticipated by Poole, "Mac OS 8.5 Bible". 

9. With regard to claim 1 , which teaches a method of providing a graphical 
user interface to an operating system comprising the steps of: providing an 
operating system user interface manipulate by a user, Poole teaches, on page 
159, paragraph 1, that clicking the column headers sorts by that heading. With 
regard to claim 1 , further teaching a frame controlled by the operating system 
including a graphical representation of an item and a slot, Poole teaches, on 
page 159, paragraph 1 and in figure 7-9, displaying a graphical representation of 
each item provided in a slot. With regard to claim 1, further teaching placing a 
property of the item in the slot responsive to a user selecting the property, Poole 
teaches, on pages 158 and 159, a display of a preview of an item in a slot upon 
selection of a user selectable property of an item in the list. 

10. With respect to claim 2, teaching displaying the view in a folder view of a 
graphical environment, Poole teaches, on page 159, paragraph 1 and in figure 7- 
9, that the items displayed are part of the Desktop Pictures folder. 

1 1 . With respect to claim 3, teaching the step of displaying the view in an 
array on the video screen, Poole teaches, on page 159, paragraph 1 and in 
figure 7-9, the items displayed in an array. 
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12. With respect to claim 4, teaching the operating system sorting the frames 
by the user-selected property, Poole teaches, on page 109, paragraph 2 and 
figure 6-3, arranging the icons by a user selectable property. 

1 3. With respect to claim 5, teaching the frame providing a plurality of sortable 
properties of the item, Poole teaches, on page 109, paragraph 2 and figure 6-3, 
arranging the icons by a user selectable property. 

14. With respect to claim 10, which teaches a computer readable medium 
having computer-executable ihstructiOTs for performing steps comprising: a 
database component for storing properties of a first item type and properties 
specific to a second item type v\/ith the properties specific to the second item type 
different from the set of properties specific to the first item type, Poole teaches, 
on page 1 59, paragraph 1 and in figure 7-9 and further on page 84 and 1 09, a 
folder of disk volume for storing a icon name, modification date, etc, where in the 
list view folders do not display a size because it is not a relevant property, while 
other items that do have a relevant size display the size information. With 
respect to claim 10, further teaching a first control component for providing a 
graphic user interface on a video screen, Poole teaches, on page 159, paragraph 
1 and in figure 7-9, a controllable folder for retrieving stored information and 
displaying it on the screen. With respect to claim 10, further teaching a second 
control component for displaying the properties of the item on the video screen, 
Poole teaches, on page 159, paragraph 1 and in figure 7-9, that when a given 
folder is selected the corresponding stored information is retrieved fronn the folder 
and displayed on the screen. With regard to claim 10, further teaching a user 
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interface component responsive to user requests for requesting the display of the 
properties of the item on the video screen, Poole teaches, on page 1 59, 
paragraph 1 and in figure 7-9, a user interface for requesting a specific 
manipulate display on the screen. With regard to claim 10, further teaching the 
first control component configured to retrieve the stored properties from the 
database component, Poole teaches, on page 159, paragraph 1 and in figure 7- 
9, that when a given folder is selected the corresponding stored infornnation is 
retrieved from the"f6lrlerrVVith"regard to claim 1 0, further teaching sending the 
properties to the second control component which displays the properties 
dynamically in a frame on the video screen, Poole teaches, on page 159, 
paragraph 1 and in figure 7-9, that when a given folder is selected the 
corresponding stored information is retrieved from the folder and displayed on 
the screen. 

1 5. With respect to claim 1 1 , which teaches having computer-executable 
instructions wherein the user interface component requests the sort arrangement 
of the properties of the item on the video screen, Poole teaches, on page 109, 
paragraph 2 and figure 6-3, arranging the icons by a user selectable property on 
the display screen. 

16. With respect to claim 12, which teaches receiving a sort request from the 
user, sorting the properties by the sort request, and displaying the sorted 
properties on the video screen, Poole teaches, on page 159, paragraph 1 and in 
figure 7-9, the user selecting a column heading, the items being sorted by this 
heading, and it being displayed on the display screen. 
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17. With respect to claim 13, which teaches a graphical user interface 
including a display, Poole teaches, on page 109, paragraph 2 and figure 6-3, a 
navigation services dialog box displayed on a user interface. With regard to 
claim 13 further teaching a graphical user interface including a user interface 
selection device, Poole teaches, on page 162, paragraph 5, the user navigating 
the folder environment through the use of a keyboard. With regard to claim 13, 
further teaching a method of selecting from a menu, Poole teaches, on page 109, 
paragraph 2 and figure 6-37the user selecting properties from a menur With 
regard to claim 13, further teaching providing specific properties about an item, 
Poole teaches, on page 1 59, paragraph 1 and in figure 7-9, the itenns having 
specific properties associated with them. With regard to claim 13, further 
teaching the steps of displaying a set of menu entries including a tile menu entry, 
receiving a first menu entry execution signal indicative of the user interface 
selection device pointing at the tile menu entry on the display, displaying an 
arrange item menu entry including a set of cascade menu items associated 
therewith, receiving a menu entry selection signal indicative of the user interface 
selection device pointing at the arrange item menu entry on the display, in 
response to the selection signal , displaying the cascade menu itenns, receiving a 
second menu entry execution signal indicative of the user interface selection 
device pointing at one of the cascade menu items associated with the arrange 
item menu entry, in response to the first and second execution signals, retrieving 
from a default directory the specific properties of the item, displaying dynamically 
the properties of the item that are specific to that item in a tile format on the 



Application/Control Number: 09/832,966 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2173 

display, and arranging the properties of the item n the display based on the 
selected one of the cascade menu item, Poole teaches, on page 109, paragraph 
2 and figure 6-3, the process of pointing to a menu, the menu expanding, moving 
over an new element, expanding to show new elements, moving into this new 
submenu, selecting a function, and then the specific function being implemented 
by arranging the icons accordingly and displaying the resultant folder on the 
display. 

T8V With reSpect to d^^^ user 
interface display, which includes an icon, Poole teaches, on page 159, paragraph 
1 and in figures 7-9, the items having a specific icon, which represents them. 
With regard to claim 14, further teaching at least one row of item properties 
located adjacent to the icon, Poole teaches, on page 159, paragraph 1 and In 
figure 7-9, the Items having a properties adjacent to them. 

1 9. With respect to claim 15, which teaches the tile format is a user interface 
display comprising an icon and two rows of item properties, Poole teaches, on 
page 131, paragraph 1 and figure 6-17, Items having multiple associated item 
properties. 

20. With respect to claim 16, which teaches receiving a third menu entry 
execution signal indicative of the user interface selection device pointing at the 
icon, and in response opening the item represented by the icon, Poole teaches, 
on page 160, paragraph 3 and 5, and figure 6-17, the items being able to be 
opened by clicking on it once and clicking on the open button or by double 
clicking on the icon. 
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21 . With respect to claim 17, which teaches the item being a text file, Poole 
teaches, on page 1 1 , figure 1-10 teaches that the documents can be text 
documents. 

22. With respect to claim 19, which teaches the item being an innage file, 
Poole teaches, on page 159, paragraph 1 and in figure 7-9, the itenn being an 
image file. 

23. With regard to claim 20, which teaches a method of displaying a listing of 
files of one of the plurality of file types; Poole teaches, on pages 84 and 159, the 
displaying of a listing of files of a plurality of file types. With regard to claim 20, 
further teaching the set of relevant properties of the file type differs from the set 
of relevant properties of another of the plurality of file types, Poole further 
teaches, on page 84, the file size not being listed for folder files as it was listed 
for other files. With regard to claim 20, further teaching receiving a user selecfion 
of a property for the file type of the file, Poole further teaches, on pages 84, 1 58, 
and 159, the user selection of a property for the file. With regard to claim 20, 
further teaching displaying the selected property with a graphical representation 
of the file, Poole further teaches, on pages 84, 1 58, and 1 59, the user selection 
of a property for the file resulting in a preview of the document being displayed. 

24. With regard to claim 21 , which teaches receiving including receiving the 
user selection of the property from a list of the relevant properties of the file type, 
Poole further teaches, on page 161, the users ability to both "add to favorites", or 
"remove from favorites" and on pages 83 and 84, selection of one of the item 
properties (date, size, kind). 
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25. With regard to claim 22, which teaches the set of relevant properties of the 
file type differs from the set of relevant properties of another of the plurality of file 
types, Poole further teaches, on page 84, the file size not being listed for folder 
files as it was listed for other files. 

26. With regard to claim 23, which teaches ordering the set of files based on 
the displayed property, Poole further teaches, on page 83 and 84, ordering the 
files by selecting a specific column heading, and organizing the columns by 
dragging the column h"eadings~~^^ - - 

27. With regard to claim 24, which teaches a computer readable medium 
having computer readable instructions for implementing the system, Poole further 
teaches, on page 83, the system implemented on Mac OS 8.5, a computer 
readable medium having computer readable instructions. 

28. With regard to claim 25, which teaches a computer readable medium 
having computer readable instructions for implementing the systenn, Poole further 
teaches, on page 83, the system implemented on Mac OS 8.5, a computer 
readable medium having computer readable instructions. 

28. With regard to claim 26, which teaches the set or relevant properties for 
one or he file types is different from eh set of relevant properties of the other file 
types, Poole teaches, on page 159, paragraph 1 and in figure 7-9 and further on 
page 84 and 109, in the list view, folders do not display a size because it is not a 
relevant property, while other items that do have a relevant size display the size 
information. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

29. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the Invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made, 

30. Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Poole. Poole teaches, on page-159,-paragraph4 and-in figure 7-9, a folder in 
which items are stored along with several properties and an icon. But doesn't 
teach the items being audio files. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art, having the teachings of Poole before him at the time the invention 
was made to modify the folders of Poole to contain audio files. One would have 
been motivated to make such a combination because keeping consistency 
across formats, audio files and image files, will allow the user to be able to use 
both without un-necessary training. 

Response to Arguments 

31 . The arguments filed on 5-21-04 have been fully considered, but they are 
not persuasive. Reasons are set forth below. 

32. With respect to the applicants' argument, that Poole fails to show placing a 
property of the item in a slot responsive to a user selecting the property. 

33. In response, the examiner respectfully submits that, Poole teaches on 
page 158 and 159, a display of a preview of an item in a slot upon selection of a 
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user selectable property of an item in the list. The preview pane is referred to as 
a slot in figure 5 of the drawings submitted on 5-21-04. 

34. With respect to the applicants' argument, that Poole does not teach a 
database component for storing properties specific to a first item type and 
properties specific to a second item type with properties specific to the second 
item type different from the set or properties specific to the first item type. 

35. In response, the examiner respectfully submits that, Poole teaches, on 
page 1 597paragfaph"1 Wd in figur 84 and 1 09,^ a folder 
of disk volume for storing a icon name, modification date, etc, where in the list 
view folders do not display a size because it is not a relevant property, while 
other items that do have a relevant size display the size information. 

36. With respect to the applicants' argument, that Poole doesn't teach a tile 
menu entry. 

37. In response, the examiner respectfully submits that Poole teaches on 
page 109 and in figure 6-3, selecfion of the view being by a menu with options 
such by Icons, Buttons, or List. This menu further has a cascading "Arrange" sub 
menu selected to show additional selectable elements. The selection, is done by 
Poole is similar to that of the applicant's selection of the view icon and associated 
pull down menu, referred to in figure 4 of the drawings submitted on 5-21 -04. 

38. With respect to the applicants' argument, that Poole fails to teach 
receiving a user selection of a property for he file type of the file wherein the set 
of relevant properties for one of the file types is different from the set of relevant 
properties of another file type. 
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39. In response, the examiner respectfully submits that Poole further teaches, 
on page 84, the file size not being listed for folder files as it was listed for other 
files. 



40. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Dennis G. Bonshock whose telephone 
number is (571) 272-4047. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - 
Friday, 6:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m: 

41 . If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful , the 
examiner's supervisor, John Cabeca can be reached on (571 ) 272-4048. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

42. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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